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April 2022 Update

Heritage & Culture 
January to March – 25 Pole Replacement Projects Completed by Chester Alec
and Samual Copeland
 
SLEMP Update:
SGS Heritage and BC Hydro presented the results of the Seton Lake Erosion
Management Plan (SLEMP) to Tsal’alh and the P’egp’ig’lha. The presentation
provided an update on the results of the 2021 site visits. There was an
explanation how locations were selected, the work completed to date and the
proposed future work.

SGS Heritage and BC Hydro completed a Recommendations Report for
submission to the Provincial Water Comptroller. The report provides
recommendations for each erosion site, including the priority order of mitigation
sites to progress to the next stage and outlines monitoring options for medium
to low risk erosion locations. The Recommendations Report will provide the
basis for a BC Hydro funding application to begin erosion protection work.

The work on Seton Lake erosion sites has been possible due to the
archaeology work conducted during the Reservoir Archaeology Program which
included surveys and updating site map details. The next steps in the SLEMP
work are to identify additional sites of cultural importance at the shoreline that
could be impacted by the lake levels. For this work, SGS Heritage will be
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requesting information from Communities and Knowledge keepers to ensure
document of sites on Seton Lake.
 
Bridge River Transmission Project (BRTP) Update:
SGS Heritage is working with Wood E&I Solutions on the archaeology impact
assessment for this project. The archaeology work is expected to begin in mid-
May. A job posting for heritage field technicians is available on the SGS
webpage and is also available on the St’at’imc Facebook page. We encourage
qualified people to apply for this position and hope to offer employment on
other BC Hydro projects throughout the summer as well.   

Capital Planning Projects
BC Hydro Active Major Capital Projects are shown on this Integrated Schedule
The LaJoie Dam Improvement Project is still in the conceptual stage and is
planning a 10 day spring drawdown - investigative work. Four contracts have
already been awarded to St'át'imc businesses – including Environmental and
Archaeological services, on site offices, wash cars and first aid services.

The Bridge River Transmission Project (BRTP) - refer to the fact sheet – is now
in the planning stage for environmental and archaeological field work set for
May 2022, multiple communities are already involved, and, a St'át'imc company
– Szumin'ts holds the contract for this work.

A virtual flyover for this project is tentatively scheduled for April 6, 2022 –
if you would like to attend, please contact Sherry Kane
The construction schedule begins with access and clearing work in 2023
followed by line construction work in 2025.

SharePoint Information Portal – to access the site now requires Multi-
Factor Authentication – an instruction sheet has been sent out on how to
set this up. The instructions also provide a way to contact tech support
should you have a problem.

The Information Portal provides detailed information on all projects, Quarterly
Capital Planning Meetings, Annual Operations Update, and all Notices of
Opportunity that arise from the High Flow Settlement Agreement (HFSA).

Don’t forget to follow the Quarterly Capital Planning Meeting (QCPM), the
meetings are held every quarter and are open to all St'át'imc members and
businesses.

Environment
SGS Environment is participating in the Portage Chinook Recovery Program
along with other representatives from the St'át'imc (SER, Splitrock, and
Instream), Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO), and BC Hydro. In March,
SGS Environment coordinated the logistics and funding opportunities for
St'át'imc community technicians to assist Instream with the tagging of juvenile

https://statimcgov.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/Shared%20Documents/Quarterly%20Capital%20Planning%20Meetings/008%202022%20March%2002/Integrated%20Schedule%20-%20Active%20Projects%20March%202022.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=mG7Zo0
https://statimcgov.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/Shared%20Documents/Projects%203065/GM-0246%20LaJoie%20Dam%20Improvement/La%20Joie%20Spring%202022%20Overview.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=LZHOsA
https://statimcgov.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/Shared%20Documents/Projects%203065/TM-0287%20BRTP%20Bridge%20River%20Transmission%20Project/30%20Communications/Fact%20sheet%20update_Bridge%20River%20Transmission%20Project_Jan2021.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=PgeuUX
https://statimcgov.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/Shared%20Documents/HFSA%20Notices%20of%20Opportunity?csf=1&web=1&e=h6g1rm
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Chinook smolts at the Tenderfoot Hatchery in Squamish. The Passive
Integrated Transponder (PIT) tags are utilized to monitor the fish throughout
their lifespans and to understand their habitat, mortality, passage, and
challenges. This opportunity will also build capacity and learning opportunities
with the northern St'át'imc communities. 
 
SGS Environment has also recently participated in the following professional
development and training opportunities:

1. First Nations Technology Council (FNTC) Drone Stewardship Program &
Training

SGS acted as a host Nation for BC’s Caribou region in FNTC’s Drones
Stewardship Program this past month. Students are provided with an
understanding of the theory, setup, and application of drones in an Indigenous
community context. 

2. Canadian Conference for Fisheries Research (CCFR) in Vancouver

The CCFR is a national conference that brings together diverse research on a
variety of fisheries science and management topics including evolution and
genomics, contaminants, fish movement and habitat, ecology, and cumulative
effects in watersheds. SGS Environment attended this conference for
information gathering and learning opportunities. 

3. Watershed Security Strategy and Fund

BC Ministry of Environment and Climate Change Strategy (ENV) hosted
engagement webinars with First Nations on its new initiative the “Watershed
Security Strategy and Fund”, which builds on efforts inside and outside of the
provincial government to ensure that water and watershed values are
respected. SGS Environment submitted feedback on the discussion paper
given that we are currently developing a Watershed Management Strategy for
the Bridge-Seton area.
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