P.O. Box 1600
#10 Scotchman Road
Lillooet, BC, VOK 1V0

R Tel: (250) 256-0425
ST'AT'IMC CHIEFS COUNCIL Fax: (250) 256-0445

June 19, 2025

Premier David Eby
PO Box 9041 STN Prov. Govt.
Victoria, BC V8W 9E1

Via Email Only: premier@gov.bc.ca

Dear Premier Eby:

Re: Opposition to Bill 14, the Renewable Energy Projects (Streamlined Permitting) Act and Bill
15, the Infrastructure Projects Act

We write to you to directly register our opposition to Bill 14, the Renewable Energy Projects
(Streamlined Permitting) Act and Bill 15, the Infrastructure Projects Act, and to express our serious
alarm and concerns regarding your government’s backtracking on its reconciliation efforts, specifi-
cally its commitment to substantive implementation of the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples Act (Declaration Act).

As drafted, Bills 14 and 15 are deeply flawed.

Bill 14 would see certain projects exempted from key provincial permitting and environmental over-
sight legislation and grant expanded and unilateral authority to the BC Energy Regulator to make
complex decisions with minimal oversight. Despite this, Bill 14 contains no framework for First Na-
tions decision making or participation in decision making and places no obligation on your govern-
ment to obtain the free, prior, and informed consent of affected First Nations. There is no con-
sistency with the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UN Declaration).

Bill 15 goes well beyond expediting the approval and development of schools and hospitals. It is ap-
parent that Bill 15 could be used to fast-track major extractive projects and has the potential to
greatly impact our inherent and Aboriginal rights, title, and jurisdiction. We are not comforted by
your government’s commitment to consult First Nations on the development of related regulations
after Bill 15 has already been unilaterally developed and passed. That is wholly inadequate and in-
consistent with the Declaration Act.

You have to follow your own law. The Declaration Act is clear: your government must take all
measures necessary to ensure the laws of British Columbia are consistent with the UN Declaration
in consultation and cooperation with First Nations. By shirking your obligations under the Declara-
tion Act, and circumventing related processes and guidance set out in your own Interim Approach
on the Alignment of Laws (Interim Approach), your government has all but ensured that, if passed,
Bills 14 and 15 will undermine our inherent and Aboriginal rights, title, and jurisdiction. Conse-
quently, our confidence in your government’s ability to deliver on its commitment to reconciliation
is eroding.
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Bills 14 and 15 must be pulled back and time must be given to implement the Interim Approach —
that is, to take necessary measures of consultation and cooperation —to address the concerns of
First Nations around the province. While, conceptually, we support taking appropriate action to
counter outside threats to our collective economic wellbeing, such efforts must be done in partner-
ship and not come at the expense of the basic human rights of First Nations or sidestep your related
obligations to us.

We look forward to you and your government taking prompt and appropriate action.

Yours truly, ﬁ/
i

Ts’kw’aylaxw Chief Justin Kane, SCC Chair chief.j.kane@tskwaylaxw

Xaxtsa Chief Don Harris, SCC Vice-Chair don.harris@xaxtsa.ca

Xaxli'p Chief Darrel Bob chief@xaxlip.ca

T'it’q’et Chief Sid Scotchman communitychief@titget.org

N’Quatqua Chief Travis Peters travis.peters@nquatqua.ca

Tsaldlh Chief Randy James rijames57 @yahoo.com

Xwisten Chief Ina Williams chief@xwisten.ca

Sekw’el’was Chief Bonnie Adolph chief@cayoosecreek.ca

Samahquam Chief Brock Peters brock.peters@samahquam.ca

Skatin Chief Patrick Williams appapatwms@gmail.com

Lil'wat Chief Dean Nelson dean.nelson@lilwat.ca

cc: Hon. Bowinn Ma, Minister for Infrastructure INF.Minister@gov.bc.ca
Hon. Christine Boyle, Minister of Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation |RR.Minister@gov.bc.ca
Hon. Randene Neill, Minister for Water, Lands and Resource Stewardship wirs.minister@gov.bc.ca
Union of BC Indian Chiefs ubcic@ubcic.bc.ca
First Nations Summit info@fns.bc.ca
BC Assembly of First Nations victoria.austin@bcafn.ca




